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ESTHER iv. 14— 


For if thou altogether holdeſt | thy peace at this 
lime, then ſhall there enlargement and deliver- 
ence ariſe to the Jews from another place — 


HE book of Eſther contains a part of 

the Fewi/h hiſtory, which, like that 

of Joſeph and his brethren, does the 
higheſt honour to the unexpected but merciful 
interpoſition of divine providence, While ſome 
of the Fews were returned out of the Babyloniſh 
captivity to their awn land, the greateſt part 
of them were ſtill ſcattered abroad over the 
numerous and remote provinces of the vaſt 
Perſian empire. In the mean time, ſuch were 
the revolutions and intrigues in the court of 
Perſia, as ifſued in a royal decree for the total 


deſtruction of the whole Few; nation, which 


their preſent ſcattered and defenceleſs ſtate made 
it very eaſy to accompliſh. The vile inſtrument 
of all this intended miſchief was Haman, who 
was very. undeſcrvedly become the court fa- 
vourite and prime miniſter, and thought him- 
ſelf ſecure of maintaining his very precarious 
poſt, though he filled it with the moſt inſut- 
terable pride and cruelty. It was merely the 
refuſal of a ſmall punctilio of reſpect, which 


Mordecai, by his religion as a Few, was obliged 


to deny him, that determined Hama to ſeek the 
deſtruction of all the Jews. But while Haman's 
unbounded influence over his ſovereign too. 
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eaſily obtained the cruel order from the throne, 
he little imagined what oppoſition was carrying 
on by the ſecret but omnipotent hand of the 
Gop of the Jews. He knew not that Queen 
Eſther herſelf was Mordecai's niece. Nor did 
he know how Mordecai's integrity and loyalty, 
in preſerving the king's life from aſſaſſination, 
was recorded with honour in the chronicles of 
the empire. The Gop, whom Haman knew not, 
having given Mordecai ſuch near and wonderful 
relation to the throne, and having enabled him 
to render it ſuch faithful and important ſervices, 
would not fail in due time to anſwer his prayers 
for the enlargement and deliverance of the Jews. 

It is very remarkable, that while Mordecai 
urges his niece to exert all her power and in- 
fluence. to overthrow Haman's accurſed deſign, 
and while he pleads with the greateſt propriety 
her being raiſed to the throne, in all probabi- 
lity that ſhe might anſwer this nobleſt purpoſe 
of divine providence, he makes not the leaſt 
reference; to his own paſt ſervices to the king, 
nor intimates the leaſt expectation of his ever 
being perſonally rewarded for them, His mind 

pears; to have been greatly raiſed above little, 
narrow and ſelfiſn views. All his thoughts ſeem 
to have been ſwallowed up in a generous and 
pious concern for the ſafety and welfare of Gop's 
people. Nor, as it afterwards appeared, did the 
moſt dazzling proſperity ever tempt him in his 
conduct to deviate in the leaſt from ſuch truly 


noble ſentiments; for even then he was great 


among the Fews, and accepted with the mul- 
<- titude of his brethren, ſeeking the wealth = 
| N | * 


1 7 
e his people, and ſpeaking peace to all his 
© ſeed.” * | 1 
When, in the text, Mordecai tells his niece, 
* if thou altogether holdeſt thy peace at this 
time, then ſhall there enlargement and deliver- ' 
< ance ariſe to the Jews from another place,“ he {| 
plainly conſiders the Jets as ſtill under their 
original Theocracy, ſtill having Gop himſelf for 
their proper and peculiar king, and all their 
civil as well as religious intereſts under his ſpe- 
cial cognizance, direction and blefling ; and this, 1 
notwithſtanding they were at the ſame time in il 
ſubjection to the will of a Heathen prince. In if 
this manner Mordecai ſhews his firm perſuaſion, 
| that the divine promiſes concerning the Fews 
* ſhould at the end ſpeak and not lie; though | 
the viſion tarry, he would wait for it, becauſe 0 
it would ſurely come, it would not tarry be- [| 
yond its appointed time.“ {| 
Bur as all the promiſes of God in Chriſt are 1 
yea, and in him amen;“ © ſo here alſo was the k 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that all-comprehending bleſ- i] 
ſing, ultimately intended. For this reaſon Gop j 
was graciouſly pleaſed to ſay concerning the 
Zewiſh ſtate in that critical juncture, as well as | 
on many other occaſions, * deſtroy it not, for a il 
*+. bleſſing is in it.“ 56 
And though Mordecai knew not the particular 
inſtrument, by which the deliverance of the Jews 
was at that time to be brought about; yer he 
deliberately concluded ſome ſuitable inſtrument 
would not be wanting, and that if it was not 
Queen Efther, it would certainly be ſome other, 


3 whom 
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whom providence would find out, ſpirit for, 
and ſucceed in, ſo glorious an undertaking. | 

Now who does not perceive, that the ſenti- 
ments of the zext are applicable to the general 
deſign of this day's ſolemnities, and more par- 
ticularly to the preſent caſe of the Proteitant 
Diſſenters in this kingdom? In this view, per- 
mit me to make the following obſervations, 
which the words of the text are ſo well calcu- 
lated to illuſtrate and enforce. 


Firſt, The farther enlargement and delive- 
rance of Proteſtant Diſſenters from penal 
and oppreſſive laws 1s very deſirable. 


| Secondly, Many of thoſe inſtruments from 
whom ſo defirable a bleſſing might have 
been reaſonably expected, may fail us. 


Thirdly, We may be aſſured, that this enlarge- 
ment and deliverance will, by ſome means 
or other, be at length accompliſhed. | 


IJ. We are to obſerve, that the farther en- 
largement and deliverance of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters from penal and oppreſſive laws is very 
deſirable. | He 

While on this day the whole nation is offering 
its thanks to heaven, for its deliverance from 
popery and every effort to re-eſtabliſh it among 
us, no perſons join more heartily in celebrating 
the day, and in expreſſing their religious grati- 
tude for the bleſſings of it, than Froteſtant Dif 
{-rters. But we arc alſo improving the joyful 
day, as a fir ſeaſon to expreſs our grateful ac- 
knowledgements to a merciful providence for 

aur 


1 
our peculiar and ineſtimable bleſſing of tolera- 
tion, which our legiſlators have ſo generouſly 
granted and ſo frequently confirmed. Our value 
tor that bleſſing, and our gratitude to thoſe that 
procured it for us, or continue it to us, is not 
the leſs, becauſe the bleſſing itſelf is yet capable 
of great enlargement. While we are heartily 
thankful to Gop and our governours, for that 
meaſure. of chriſtian liberty we have ſo long en- 
joyed, we cannot but humbly and earneſtly en- 
treat, that it may be made yet more perfect. 
There are penal laws ſtill in being, which are 
ſo ſhocking to humanity, that the vindication of 
them is not attempted by the avowed enemies ta 
toleration. There are alſo ſubſcriptions to arti- 
cles of faith of mere human compoſition, which 
are impoſed by the magiſtrate, in violation of 
the right of private judgment, greatly to the diſ- 
honour of ſcripture as the only infallible ſtand- 
ard of divine truth, and abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with the ſupreme authority of Chriſt as kin 
and ſole lawgiver of his church. That in — 
moſt important inſtances our religious liberties 
may be enlarged and eſtabliſned, our legiſlators 
have been again and again ſupplicated by the 
bady of Diſſenting miniſters throughout the 
kingdom. | | 
. Surely we are not thus importunate, from a 
wanton oppoſition to the will of our ſuperiors, 
or becauſe we are defective in the proper duty 
belonging to ſubjects; nor is it owing to a peeviſh 
diſquietude with the happineſs we enjoy, or in- 
ratitude for it. On the contrary, we are per- 
uaded, that our petition to our legiſlators only 
| ariſes, 


' * Including the Londen miniſters, the number of petition- 
ers was upwards of eight hundred and fifty. 


L 381-21 | 
ariſes, as it ought to do, from the fear of Gop » 
love to Chriſt and his goſpel, and a deſire to keep 
a good conſcience ; a conſcience, that cannot 
bear the thought of ſubſtituting the authority of 
man in the place. and ſtead of the adorable 
head of the church, or of treating the words of 
men as of equal validity with the words of in- 
ſpiration. | Yet ſo far as may be conſiſtent with 
our ſupreme regard to ſcripture 'and the autho- 
rity of Chriſt, we are chearfully willing, as ſub- 
jects, to give the magiſtrate all poſſible ſecurity 
for our dutiful and peaceable behaviour. 

Some may think our petition is ſufficiently 
anſwered by mere indulgence and connivance. And 
indeed, ſo long as the laws continue in their 
preſent ſtate, we thankfully accept of indulgence 
and conniyance as real. bleſſings, in which we are 
far happier than our perſecuted fathers. But, as 
the lives of the beſt governours are precarious ; 
as a diſpenſing power is naturally dangerous, 
becauſe it is convertible ; as it is important for 
the magiſtrate to be juſt as well as merciful ; 
and as there are too many inſtances of recent 
attempts from our fellow-ſubjects to execute the 
laws againſt us, one of which is ſo conſpicuous 
in our own neighbourhood; on all theſe ac- 
counts, we ſtill implore a legal ſecurity. 12 

Yon Inn Others 

f Beſides many inſtances that may be produced, of the 
proſecution of Diſſenting miniiters in the eceleſiaſtical courts 
for teaching ſchool, within a few years paſt, particularly in 
Wales; the Rew Mr. Wells, at Bromſgrove in Worceſterſhirty 
was a few months ago ballotted to ſerve in the militia. The 
deputy lieutenants ſummoned him, at three different times, 
either to ſerve, or find a ſubſtitute, otherwiſe they threaten - 
ed to levy the fine upon him, He anſwered, that he was 
regularly educated and ordained as a Diſſenting miniſter, 


that cuſtom had excuſed perſons of his profeſſion, that he 
ws 25 was 
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Others may ſlight our petition, as too incon- 


ſiderable to deſerve notice, We beg ſuch to 
conſider, that no fin is ſmall in the fight of Gop; 
that © whatſoever is not of faith is ſin; * and 
that to us it would be fin, to allow the ſcrip- 
tures to be an inſufficient rule of faith, and that 
Chriſt is not the ſupreme head of his church, 
We judge our ſubſcription to human articles of 
faith would be ſuch an allowance, and that our 
allowing it in the ſmalleſt inſtance might with 
equal propriety be extended to all the abomina- 
tions of popery or paganiſm.“ 

On the other hand, we. may be thought to 
have aſked too much, and may be very heavily 
charged as hereticks, becauſe we ſhelter ourſelves 
under the wing of ſcripture. * But how could it 
tend to invalidate ſuch a charge, were we to 

ſubſcribe 


was ready to take the uſual oaths to the government, and 
that he ſubmitted, though unwillingly, to have the fine levied 
upon him. In theſe circumſtances, a noble lord, who is a 
ſteady friend to liberty, told him, J am ſorry for you; the 
« letter of the law is againſt you; I would help you with 
© all my heart, but it is not in my power.” 

| s Rom. xiv. 23. 

h In this we have the concurrence of reformers and mar- 
tyrs; as for inſtance, Mr. Jo Rogers, who aſſiſted Mr, 
Tindal in tranſlating the bible, and who was the proto- 
martyr of Queen Mary's reign, when examined before Biſhop 
Gardiner, ſolemnly declared, | never granted King Henry 
„VIII. to have any ſupremacy in ſpiritual things, or au- 
« thority to be the judge above the word of Gop.”” In this 
perſuaſion he mult have continued more than twenty years ; 
for the printing of Tinda/'s bible, afterwards called the 
biſhop's bible, was finiſhed in 1533, the ſame date with 
| Henry's act of ſupremacy, and Mr. Rogers ſuffered martyr- 
dom in 1555. It is well known that the preſent oath of 
-ſupremacy is very different from that of Henry VIII. 

| Though the generality of petitioning Diſſenting mini- 
ſters are calviniſtical, yet they cannot conſider their petition 
as any encouragement to doctrinal errors, for theſe obvious 

| reaſons 


— —  ARIE a , — 


_ . „%% 


— 
a... a 0 
— * 


10 


ſubſcribe human articles of faith ? May not 
that be eaſily done by the moſt erroneous, as 
well as by the moſt ignorant, or profligate ? 
Much rather would we make our humble 
and thankful appeal to the numerous ſouls, to 
whoſe converſion and regeneration our preaching 
Chriſt and Him crucified has, by a divine bleſ- 
fing, been rendered eſfectual. See how this very 
charge was uſually brought againſt the martyrs, 
as recorded by Mr. Fox. When Peregrine de la 
Grange, a French martyr, told the biſhop of Arras, 
«© The doctrine I now hold and teach, is accord- 
sing to godlineſs, taken out of the pure foun- 
* tains of the holy ſcriptures, without adding 
* thereto, or diminiſhing and varying any thing 
<< therefrom.” The biſhop replied, © We read 
that in all times men have been wont to ſhel- 
ter 


reaſons, 1. While perſons entertain the moſt oppoſite reli- 
gious ſentiments, yet, if theſe are not incontiſtent with the 
peace of ſociety, they have an equal claim to the right of 

ivate judgment. And though ſome Diſſenters may not 
be able, with a good conſcience, to ſubſcribe all the re- 
quired articles; (and, by the way, if they ſeruple their aſ- 
fent to one, or even part of one, they are as much debarred 
from the benefit of the toleration- act, as if they ſcrupled 
them all) yet in all reaſon they ought to be allowed to 
think and judge for themſelves, and to preach their own 
ſentiments freely; efpecially as they may be great bleſſings 
0 the church of Chriſt, and ſupports to real religion, by 
their miniſterial labours, aud particularly their zeal for the 
rights of conſcience, and for the perfection of ſeripture as 
the rule of faith and practice. 2. Errors in dectrine 
were never known in any ſingle inſtanee to be prevented by 
impoſing articles of faith; but the inſtances ate innumera- 
ble, in which fuch impoſition has contributed to blend to- 
gerher the moſt ſacred characters and the moſt deteſtable 
hypocrify. 3. Whenever doftrinat errors need animadver- 
fon, the 'cauſe of truth ought always to be reſted on the 
fole foundation of ſcripture and argument. Perhaps it may 
fem inconſiſtent with ſuch reaſons as theſe, that Diſſenters 


thould uſually expect their miniſters to deliver a publick 
. confeſſios 


| "38-11 
A ter themſelves under the title of Gop's word, 
“ even the old hereticks.” Alſo Mr. Gratwick, 
an Engliſh martyr, thus reminded one of the 
biſhops, who ſat to judge him: © On Sunday 
<* laſt, my lord, you preached this truth, if any 


* man ſeem to be religious, and bridleth not his 
* tongue, this man's religion is vain.“ And yet 


„in the mean time, ſays the martyr, you flan- 
< dered us poor priſoners, there preſent in iron 
* chains, loading. us with the names of Arians, 
« Herodians, Auabaptiſts, Sacrameutarians, and 
«« Pelagians.” 

Indeed, nothing has ever been alledged againſt 
our petition, but what has really tended, when 


calmly and impartially viewed, to illuſtrate its 


propriety, and excite us to growing zeal and ar- 


dour in purſuing it. Yet, 
B 2 II. We 


confeſſion of faith at their, ordination. But let it be well 
conſidered, that the confeſſions of Diſſenting miniſters, at 
their ordination, contain their own ideas of divine truths, 
expreſſed in words of their .own chuſing. What is thus 
drawn up by themſelves, cannot but diſplay ſome compe- 
teat ability for their miniſterial work, intimate their readi- 
neſs to give always a reaſon of the hope that it in them, pro- 
mote a mutual ſatisfaction between themſelves and thoſe 
miniſters that concur in the ordination ſolemnities, as alſo 
between the ordained miniſter and the people to whom he 
deſigns to devote his labours. There is nothing in all this 
to violate the right of private judgment, but rather to make 


that uſe of it, which beſt agrees with the word of Gop, and 


beſt promotes the happineſs of ſociety. Whereas a con- 
ſeſſion, which is not compoſed or collected by the miniſter 
to be ordained, but by others for him, may be ſubſcribed 
by perſons of the greatelt incapacity for miniſterial work, or 
of the greateſt contrariety to the ſentiments therein contain- 
ed. But in ſame diſſenting congregations, where a miniſter 


cannot ſatisfy his conſcience to make a publick confeſſion. 
of his faith at his ordination, he is ordained without it; the 


ordainers only requiring ſufficient evidence of his abilities, 


and unblameable character, and of the choice of the con- 


£regation over whom he is to preſide. 
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II. We are obliged to obſerve, that many of 
thoſe inſtruments, from whom 1o deſirable a bleſ- 
ſing might have been reaſonably l may 
fail us. 


In the text, diſappointment bn only ſuppoſed ; 


but in our caſe it is real. Though Queen Eſther 


was an inſtrument admirably tre to accompliſh 


Mordecai's beſt wiſhes, yet his expectations, even 


from her, were wiſely moderated. He well knew 
the vaſt difficulties ſhe had to encounter; with 
what delicate precaution ſhe needed to take every 
ſtep, and to what threatening danger ſhe was 
every moment expoſed. Though he was firmly 
perſuaded, . that enlargement and deliverance 
* would arife to the Jes,“ it was not for him 
to look with an unbounded confidence, even 
upon ſuch a royal, pious and affectionate friend. 
Becauſe he feared temptations ſhould be too 
ſtrong for her, he therefore exerted the utmoſt 
influence of a tutor and guardian, a counſellor 


and relative, a moſt zealous Iſraelile, and a fel- 


low-ſufferer in the glorious cauſe of Gop and re- 
ligion. But his ultimate refuge was to ſeek 
* unto Gop himſelf, and unto. Gop to commit 
* his cauſe,” * and thus his mind was well pre- 
pared for every event, 

In our caſe, there ſeems to bude been no un- 
ſurmountable obſtacle. Though we were oppoſed 
by perſecuting laws, yet thoſe laws had none of 
the additional abſurdity belonging to the laws 
of the Medes and Perſians, never to be altered.“ 
From whence could we entertain more reaſonable 
hopes, than from the reverend and the learned, 
the w/e and the mighty, and even from piety 
in high places,” and a nobility truly Ages 

or 


K Job v. 8. 1 Eſther 1. 19. 
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for the honour of Gop and the intereſt of the 
Redeemer? Why then, it may be aiked, have 
our hopes failed us? Not becauſe the voice of 
legiſlature, however venerable, potent, or re- 
peated, is a certain criterion of truth. Nor, 
muſt we humbly preſume, for want of ſuch royal 
interceſſion, as Mordecai and the Jews were ſo 
highly favoured with. But juſtice and candour 
oblige us to acknowledge, that our ſuperiors 
might be too much influenced by the tear of 
ſome inconveniencies, which might ariſe from 
granting our requeſt. Our cauſe might to them 
be, in a great meaſure, new, and the foundations 
of our petition might need too laborious an ex- 
amination. Many miſrepreſentations of our prin- 
ciples and views had been induſtriouſly propa- 
gated, Even the infirmities and errors of our 
tathers, eſpecially their perſecuting principles, 
had been ſtrangely charged to our account; 
together with the unguarded and bitter expreſ- 
ſions of ſome late writers among us. Very un- 
reaſonable fears had been alſo excited of many 
ill conſequences to the eſtabliſhed church; from 
whence it was ſolicitouſly inferred, that things at 
reſt ſhould not be diſturbed, nor ſtorms of con- 
tention be needleſsly raiſed. Though the moſt 
material objections to our petition, and the moſt 
formidable prejudices againſt our cauſe, might 
have been eaſily obviated, by a little reflection on 
the caſe of Diſſenting miniſters and ſchool. maſ- 
ters in Ireland, of whom no ſubſcription to human 
articles of faith is required ; yet that was a caſe, 
as well as our own, which had been too generally 
overlooked and forgotten. Thus, it is natural to 
ſuppoſe, ill impreſſions were made on many in- 
genuous minds, who, upon knowing us and our 
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pleas better, may here after be induced to eſpouſe 
our cauſe. In the mean time, it will be happy 
for us, to .* ceaſe from man, whoſe breath is in 
© his noſtrils; for wherein is he to be accounted 
* of??* * and humbly to wait upon Gop, who 
© hath the hearts of princes and prieſts in his 
hand, and turns them as the rivers of water, 
* whitherſoever he will.“» — Notwithſtanding all 
our diſcouragements, 


III. We are once more to obſerve, that this 
enlargement and deliverance will, by ſome means 
or other, be at length aſſuredly accompliſhed. 
In ſaying this, we have not, like Mordecai, a 
Theocracy for our foundation. Nevertheleſs we 
have ſuch conſiderations to ſupport and animate 


our hopes, as amount to a moral certainty of ſuc- 


ceſs. As for inſtance, | 

1. We ſhould conſider, how an indulgent pro- 
vidence hath formerly delivered us from more 
violent perſecution and oppreſſion. Bleſſed be 
God, we have our happy ſhare, with the reſt of 
our fellow-Proteſtants in theſe nations, in all the 
invaluable bleſſings of the reformation from Po- 
pery. We rejoice, with millions more, that the 
tires of martyrdom were long ſince extinguiſhed ; 


that the powder-plot was ſeaſonably diſcovered 


and effectually prevented from making its intend- 
ed and moſt terrible deveſtation and ruin ; that 
we have the free uſe of our bibles, and can wor- 
ſhip Gop through Chriſt without the abominable 
mixtures of idolatry. Beſides what we enjoy in 
common with the reſt of our countrymen, we 
have been peculiarly favoured ever ſince the glo- 
rious revolution under King William III. when 

our 


a.. 0 Prov. xxi. i. 
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our perſecuted ſtate and condition was brought 
to a happy period by the act of toleration. And 
when that act was almoſt repealed, by the un- 
righteous and oppreſſive laws that were made at 
the latter end of Queen Anne's reign, divine 
mercy moſt ſeaſonably interpoſed for us, ſo that 
the day they were deſigned to operate, was the 
very day of our deliverance from them, © was 
turned unto us from ſorrow to joy, and from 
* mourning into a good day.“ What farther en- 
largement and deliverance from remaining penal 
and oppreſſive laws may we not chearfully hope 
to receive, at the hand of the ſame all-wiſe, al- 
mighty, and all-gracious providence ? While our 
retroſpect affords us ſuch reviving hope, have we 
not a ſtill brighter ſcene more immediately open- 
ing to our view ? For | 
2. We ſhould conſider, how the cauſe of reli- 
gious liberty is remarkably advancing in the pre- 
ſent day. We are arrived at the happy period, 
in which even the powers of Rome greatly relax 
in their perſecuting meaſures, and who have 


of 


? Eſther ix. 22. 


1 © Notwithſtanding the ſuppoſed bigotry of the knights 
of Malta, the ſpirit of toleration is fo ſtrong, that a Moſque 
* has lately been built for their ſworn enemies the Turks, 
ho took the iſland of Rhoges from them. About 25 years 
ago the Turkiſh ſlaves in that iſland formed a terrible con- 
* ſpiracy, at one ſtroke to put an end to the whole order of 
*« Malta, by deſtroying all the knights. In conſequence of 
* this the Turks are more ſtrictly watched than formerly, 
« yet this Mo/que is allowed them, and they enjoy their re- 
" ligion in peace, It happened lately that ſome idle boys 
„ diſturbed them during their ſervice ; they were imme- 
« diately ſent to priſon, and ſeverely puniſhed.” Brydone's 
Travels, v. i. let. 16. It is well known that the French pro- 
teſtants have of late been more indulged in their religious 
exerciſes than heretofore. The many free and noble _ 
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of themſelves juſt now annihilated the ſociety of 
"Feſuits, thoſe crafty and indefatigable agents of 
" Intolerance, and the firmeſt ſupporters of the 
Papal throne. A revolution of ſo wonderful a 
nature well deſerves to be compared with the far 
-more wonderful manner, in which it was foretold, 
222 years ago, but eleven years after the ſociety 
of Feſuits was firſt formed, A. D. 1540, in a ſer- 
mon preached by George Browne, then Archbiſhop 


of Dublin, and the firſt Proteſtant Biſhop in Ire- 
land. That great and good man delivered his 


N prophecy concerning the Feſuits exactly 
in the following words. 


„There are a new fraternity of late ſprung 
up, who call themſelves Jeſuits, which will 


„ deceive. many, who are much after the Scribes 


and Phariſees manner among the Jews. They 


+++ ſhall ſtrive to aboliſh the truth, and ſhall come 
very near to do it; for theſe forts will turn 


„ themlelves 


which ſeveral French writers, eſpecially Yol:aire, have lately 


publiſhed, have done much to promote a more tolerant 
{pirit in a nation, which hath for many years moſt impo- 
Jitickly and cruelly perſecuted the Proteſtants, eſpecially 
their miniſters ; and undoubtedly will farther increaſe this 
ſpirit. One of our own prelates lately obſerved, that ** ani- 
* mated by the gradual improvement of knowledge, and 
«« the fortunate example of this country, our neighbours 
« have had the courage to think with greater freedom on 
the molt important ſabjects, and to look for ſomething 
„better in religion and government, than they find eltab- 
« liſhed among themſelves.” Biſhop of St. Aſaph's ſermon 
before the ſociety for propagating the goſpel, &c. Feb. 1773. 
Can his lordſhip wonder then, . Br the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
look for ſomething better ? It is ſtill a ſtronger proof of the 
prevalence of the principles of liberty, that the preſent 
Pope, at the earneſt ſolicitation of ſome of the molt bigoted 
and perſecuting bi ey in Europe, hath juſt now annihi- 
lated the ſociety of Jeſuits; and that the execution of his 
orders for it ſhould occaſion ſuch uncommon joy among 
the inhabitants of the moſt brgoted popiſh countries, 


Lads: :1 


< themſelves into ſeveral forms; with the Hea- 
then, an Heatheniſt ; with Atheiſts, an Atheiſt; 
„with the Jews, a Jew ; and with the Refor- 
mers, a Reformade ; purpoſely to know your 
< intentions, your minds, your hearts, and your 
&< inclinations ; and thereby bring yau at laſt to 
„be like © the fool, that ſaid in his heart, there 
is no Gop,” Theſe ſhall ſpread over the whole 
« world, ſhall be admitted into the counſel of 
* princes, and they never the wiſer ; charming 
of them, yea, making your princes reveal their 
„ hearts, and the ſecrets therein unto them, and 
yet they not perceive it; which will happen 
e for falling from the law of Gop, by neglect 
* of fulfilling the law of Gop, and by winking 
at their fins, Yet in the end, Gop, to juſtify 
„ his law, {hall ſuddenly cut off this fociety, even 
by the hands of thoſe who have molt ſuccoured 
them, and made uſe of them; ſo that at the 
end they ſhall become odious to all nations. 
* They ſhall be worſe than Jes, having no reſt- 
ing place upon the carth, and then ſhall a Je 

© have more favour than a Jeſuit.“ 
Concerning this great revolution amongſt Pa- 
piſts, and * according to this remarkable time it 
© ſhall be ſaid, What hath Gop wrought !* Nor 
is God doing, in a variety of inſtances among 
Proteſtants, what is leſs ſubſervient to religious 
liberty. Inſtead of bigotry and party zeal, mu- 
tual animoſities and contentions, we ſee chriſtian 
love, harmony and friendſhip increaſing between 
Churchmen and Diſſenters. They can rejoice in 
| Bi. each 


The whole ſermon, of which this prophecy was a part, 
together with ſome account of Archbiſhop Brozwne's life and 
death, are in The Phenix, V. I. page 120—138, 


t Numb. xxiii. 23. 


1 
each other's ſpiritual and temporal welfare. They 
can value the goſpel as their common cauſe, and 
honour the inſtruments of its ſucceſs for Chriſt's 
fake, without regard to dividing names or modes. 
T hey can frequently worſhip in the ſame affem- 
blies, and have their children educated in the 
ſame ſchools and academies. Never have there 
been publiſhe> more noble and unanſwerable 
defences of toleration and religious liberty. 
Even the great ſenate cf the nation, inſtead of 
breathing the narrow ſpirit of its predeceſſors, is 
unanimous for indulgence and connivance, con- 
trary to the letter of the laws againſt Diſſenters; 
while not a few of its illuſtrious members boldly 
plead for ſcripture as the only teſt of faith, and 
for the immediate and total repeal of every law 
that oppreſſes conſcience. Though under Charles 
II. the Bifhops were all for retaining the act 
to burn hexcticks , yet now they unite for indul- 
gence and connivance, and one of their venerable 
bench voted for exterminating every perſecuting 
law. Such is the real, though gradual, advance 
of religious liberty, both in the Popiſh and Pro- 
teſtant world. Such is the increaſing accom- 
>liſhment of that * ſure word of prophecy,* * 
which runs through the new teſtament, and fo 
expreſsly declares, that © the Lord ſhall conſume 
* Antichriſt under every form with the breath 
of his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy him with the 
* brightneſs of his coming.“ Thus truth, im- 
mortal truth, keeps on her fteady and glorious 
career, ever approaching nearer to perfection. 
She moves flow, but ſure, and every ſtep is an 
| addition 
u The writers principally referred to, are the Rev, Mr, 
Jeſepli Fowwnes, and Drs. Furneaux and Kippis, &c. 
* 23 Pet. 1. 39. x 2 The ii. 8. 
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addition of life and vigour to our hopes. And 
will not our hopes riſe up even to certainty, it 
but one thing more be duly conſidered? For, 


3. The ſucceſs of our petition will not only ſe- 
cure the rights of conſcience, but do honour to 
divine revelation, and promote the happineſs of 
ſociety. 


The hiſtory of all ages is full of the many un- 
juſt and violent methods, that have been taken, 
to curb and reſtrain, to bind and fetter confei- 
ence. Hiltory proportionably ditplays the invin- 
cible energy of conſcience, in its breaking thro? 
every unjuſt reſtraint, burſting every unrighteous 
band, and triumphing over all tyrannic ſubtilty 
and rage, and even all the terrors of death and 
hell. How much did our nonconforming fathers 
endure for their unſhaken adherence to truth and 
righteouſneſs! Have not we ourſelves been, all 
our lives, abridged, for the ſake of a good con- 
ſcience, of many ; priviledoes, to which we have 
naturally as juſt a right as any of our fellow- 
ſubjects ? Yer our intereſt continues reſpeCtable, 
and, in many parts of the kingdom, increaſing, 
The great and conſtant expence of ſupporting it, 
amidſt the other burthens which we endure in 
common with our fellow. ſubjects, is chearfully 
borne by all ranks among us, and ſhews ſuch a 
regard to conſcience and religion, ſuperior to all 
ſecular conſiderations, as does us great honour. 
If conſcience has been thus victorious, ſhall it 
not, while ſupported by the grace of Gop, ſtill 
go on © conquering and to conquer? 

It 1s true, conſcience 1s indebted for all its beſt 
light, and aſcribes all the honour of its greateſt 

83 victories, 
Y Rev. vi. 2. 
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victories, to the dictates of divine revelation. 
The triumph therefore of conſcience is the exalt- 
ing of ſcripture on its rightful throne. And how 
gloriouſly is ſcripture illuſtrated and honoured, 
when its manner of expreſſing the doctrines of 
the goſpel has none of the additions and expli- 
cations of fallible men to uſurp irs authority 
Surely ſcripture ſhall not fail to be thus enthro- 


ned without a rival, and that which © now letteth, 
* ſhall be taken Our of the way.“ 2 2 


Inſeparably ' 
®.2 Thell. ii. 2. 
2 That renowned martyr, Biſhop Hooper, in his book, en- 
titled, Te Declaration of Chriſt and his Office, though printed 
142 years before Mr. Locke's fir ft letter of Teleration, yet con- 
tains the following paſſages, in which he clearly Rates the 
nature and extent of chriftian liberty, the right of private 
judgment, and the authority of ſcripture to be the only 
ſtandard of faith. No law at all ſhould be ſpoken of con- 
_ «« ſcience, ſays the good Biſhop, but only the word of Gop : 
4 By it only the conſcience of man in matters of faith is 
„ bound. As touching the ſuperior. powers of the earth, it 
«*« is not unknown to all men that have read and marked 
the ſcripture, that it pertains nothing®to their office, to 
make any law to govern the conſciences of their ſubjects 
in religion ; but only to reign over them in this caſe, as 
the word of Gop commands. Unto the writings of ſerip- 
ture only, and not unto the writings of men, Gop hath 
bound and obligated his church. Here I ſpeak not of the 
laws of magiſtrates and princes for the preſervation of 
% their common-wealths, as they ſee the neceſſities of their 
realms and cities require ; but of ſuch laws as men have 
ordained for the church of Chrilt, which ſhould be now 
and for ever governed by the word of Gon. Remember, 
chriſtian reader, that the gift of interpreting the ſcripture 
is the light of the Holy Ghoſt, given unto the humble 
and penitent perſon, that ſeeks only to honour Gov ; 
and not unto thoſe perſons that claim it by title or place, 
% becauſe they are biſhops, or follow by ſucceſſion Peter or 
% Paul.” Perfectly conſiſtent with ſuch ſentiments he con- 
tinued to act, after his advancement to the ſee of Gloucefter. 
His ccuſecration having been delayed many months, thro” 


5 his 


46 
«ci 
«< 
«c 
C6 


(06 1] 


Inſeparably connected with ſuch triumphs of 
fcripture and conſcience is the true happineſs of 
ſociety. Then, in the nobleſt ſenſe, © ſhall every 

man ſit under his own vine, and under his own 
fig-tree, and have none to make them afraid. 
They ſhall beat their (words of mutual cenfure 
and reproach into plow-ſhares of inſtruction, 
and their ſpears of controverſial rage and penal 
impoſitions into pruning - hooks of edification 


« and 


his ſcruples of conſcience concerning the epiſcopal habit, 
it occaſioned the following dialogue between Archbiſhop 
Cranmer and himſelf. ©** Cramer, Why do not you, my 
lord, uſe theſe innocent and harmleſs weeds ? Hooper. | 

put myſelf upon the trial of the ſearcher of hearts, that 
no obſtinacy, but mere conſcience makes me refuſe theſe 
ornaments, C. Theſe ornaments are indifferent of them- 
ſelves, and of innocent uſe in the church. II. They are 
« uſeleſs, being ridiculous and ſuperſtitious, C. Nay, my 
« lord, being enjoined by lawful authority, they become 
«« neceſſary, not to ſalvation, but to church-unity. H. Being 

left indifferent by Gop, it is preſumption in man to 
make them neceſſary. C. By a moderate uſe of theſe ce- 
remonies we may gain Papiſts into the church. H. While 
you hope to gain Papz/ts into the church, you Joſe many 
Proteſtants out of it. C. You diſcredit other Biſhops, who 
have uſed theſe habits. H. I had rather diſcredit them, 
than deſtroy my own conſcience. C. How think you, 
being a private man, to be indulged with, to the dittur- 
bance of the publick uniformity of the church. H. If it 
pleaſe your grace but to read theſe letters, | hope you 
will be ſatished.” He then put into the Archbiſhop's 
hand two letters, one ſigned by the Earl of Warwick, and 
the other by King Edward, containing an order that he 
ſhould be diſpenſed with. Unhappy as this diſagreement 
was between ſuch excelient reformers, and ſeverely as Biſhop 
Hooper was treated by the Archbiſhop, yet their common 
{ufterings in the next reign effectually reconciled Craamer 
and Ridley to Hooper, as it fixed their attention to things of 
infinitely greater importance than the impoſing of forms 
and modes. So when the Biſhops in the reign of James II. 
were themſelves ſufferers, they propoſed and promiſed kind 


things 


* 
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and conſolation.” Then all our children ſhall 
© be taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be the 
* peace of our children, In righteouſneſs ſhall 
* we be eſtabliſhed ; we ſhall be far from op- 
preſſion, for we ſhall not fear; and from terror, 
for it ſhall not come near us. They ſhall not 
* hurt nor deſtroy in all the holy mountain of 
* the Lord; for the earth ſhall be full of the 
* knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
* ſea.” ©— But to 


LO Ny C2L0U:;D:: Ex 


We cannot refle& on the kind interpoſitions 
of divine providence for us in paſt inſtances z nor 
trace the remarkable advance of religious liberty 
among Papiſts and Proteſtants in the preſent 
day; nor look forward to the intereſt and hap- 

| pineſs 


things to the Diſſenters, How eaſily could they afterwards 
have made the Toleration- act, as compleat as King William 
intended it! But inveiting the clergy with ſecular authority 
has ever been a fruitful ſource of infelicity to the Proteſtant 
world. Indeed, their power to hurt, like that of Rome, has 
been happily diminiſhed ; and divine providence has a thou- 
tand ways of eaſily. perfefting ſuch happineſs. O that the 
{pirit of Gop, as the moſt deſirable expedient, may enable 
our Biſhops to transfer their ſolicitude about the /peculative 
faith of others, to the greateſt of all concerns, even the 
increaſe of their own radical faith! May it overcome the 
zwerld, and lead them to ſuch an apoſtolieal and triumphant 
concluſion as this! “It i, not reaſon that we'ſhould leave the 
* word of Go, to encumber and diſgrace our ſacred office 
with legiſlation and affairs of civil government, much 
«+ leſs to exalt ourſelves as lords over Gop?s heritage, or as 
% having dominion over his people's faith; but we will give 
* our/elves continually to prayer, and to the miniftry of the 
% evord, as we are indiſpenſibly required to do by the great 
 ** Shepherd and Biſhop of fouls.” How would the ſaying pleaſe 
the whole multitude of Chriſt's diſciples ! 


Mic. iv. 3, 4. © Iſa. liv. 13, 14. xi. 9. 
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pineſs of ſociety, and the honour of divine reve- 
lation, as well as the juſt rights of conſcience, as 
all of them evidently united 1n the ſucceſs of our 
Diſſenting petition, without plainly perceiving 
the propriety of this inference, That our farther 
enlargement and deliverance from penal and op- 

reſſive laws is a cauſe, which, notwithſtanding 
the failure of our reaſonable expectations from 
many inſtruments, will one way or other prove 
ſucceſsful. 

Yet with all theſe rational and ſcriptural prin- 
ciples, theſe encouraging views and proſpects, let 
it be our great concern to act a perfectly conſiſt- 
ent part. While we plead for religious liberty, 
let us keep at the remoteſt diſtance from licenti- 
ouſneſs, that our practice may be worthy of our 
ſentiments ; and particularly in avoiding every 
bitter invective and uncharitable cenſure of thoſe, 
who may oppoſe or neglect our favourite object 
of purſuit, While we petition our rulers for ſuch 
defirable enlargement and deliverance, let us eſ- 
pecially be earneft in our prayers, both for them 
and ourſelves, to the Lord of the univerſe and 
the head of the church. Though the bleſſing 
may be delayed, which we implore from Gop 
and men; yet let us be humble and patient, 
watchful and circumſpect, loyal to our ſovereign, 
obedient to every juſt and righteous appointment 
of authority, and ſolicitous to © do good unto all 
* men, as we have opportunity and capacity,” * 

It is no inconſiderable trial, to he ſo long ex- 
poſed to penal and oppreſſive laws, as if we were. 
alike neglected by Gop and man. But let us 
never forget the far greater ſufferings of the mar- 
tyrs, and with what patience and purity they bore 
As EY the 

« Gal, vi. 10. 
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the utmoſt that malevolence could deviſe, or cru- 
elty inflict. Do we wiſh to partake with Qucen 
Eſther in her ſucceſs ? Then let us * faſt and pray,” 
as ſhe did. It we thus perſevere in well-doing, 
we ſhall undoubtedly © have power with Gon and 
with men, and, like wreſtling Jacob, ſhall finally 
6 pore * Then © ſhall it be ſaid in that day, 
Lo, this is our Gor, we have waited for him, 
and he hath ſaved us; this is the Lord, we 
* have waited for him, we will be glad, and re- 
£ Joice in his ſalvation,” * 
While our prelent liberties are ſo many and 
great, let us be unfeignedly thankful to Gop and 
our rulers for them, and ſolicitous to lead a 
© quiet and peaceable lite in all godlineſs and 
© honeſty,*” But are there not with us Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenters, even with us, ſins againſt the 
Lord our Goo? | Even amongſt us, does not 
< iniquity abound, and the love of too many to 
« Gor and Chriſt, to holineſs and to one another 
« for Chriſt's ſake, wax cold? * Ho is the glory 
< departing from us, and too few remaining among 
us, whole hearts tremble for the ark of GD!“ 
While we ſtrenuouſly plead for nonconformity 
from our fellow-chriſtians in things of leſs mo- 
ment, are we not ſhamefully © contormed to this 
* world ?* How many Diſſenters are neglecting 
cloſet and family prayer, and all pious concern 
tor the ſouls of their children and ſervants ! How 
many are proud and covetous, unjuſt and oppreſ- 
five, voluptuous and profane! How many are 
lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of GOD; 
caſting away their time, their ſubſtance, their ſouls 
2 | pon 
© Eſther iv. 16. Gen. xxxii. 28. 5 Iſai. xxv. 9. 
* 1 Tim. ii. 2. + 2 Chron. xxviil. 10. * Mat. xxiv. 12+ 
1 x Sam. iv. 13, 21. m Rom. Xii. 2. 
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upon vain amuſements and diverſions, ſcenes of 
diſſipation and riot, and particularly play-houſes 
and ball or aſſembly- rooms. So many are the 
artful and faſhionable ways of gratifying the in- 
clinations of depraved nature, of corrupting, 
youth, and of © denying, among thoſe of riper 
years, the power of godlineſs, while the form of 
it“ may ſtill be worn with reputation and decen- 
cy ! * Was a Baxter now living among us, how 
would he reprove in publick, and weep in ſecret ! 
How, ſhould all, that profeſs to be the miniſters 
of Chriſt, © cry aloud, ſpare not, lift up their 
voice like a trumpet, and ſhew Diſſenters their 
« tranſgreſſions, and the friends of religious liberty 
their ſins!'“ Have we not reaſon to fear ſome 
rebukes of divine providence, far more dreadful 
than our legiſlators delaying to grant our peti- 
tion? Or, even more afflictive than dearneſs of 
proviſions, decay of trade, and multiplying in- 
ſtances of poor without employment? May Gop 
help us to conſider, how much our 1niquities 
* have turned away theſe things, and our fins 
© have with-holden good things from us! 

We mult acknowledge, and it becomes us to 
do it with the moſt humble gratitude to Gop, for 
the truth and faithfulneſs of his promiſes and the 
wiſdom and energy of his providence and grace, 
that while the ſufferings of our nonconforming 
fathers were great, their converſation was propor- 
tionably circumſpect and exemplary, holy, hum- 
ble and heavenly. Though cruel perſecutors 
meant not ſo, neither did their hearts think fo ;'% 
yet the people of Gop have generally. found by 
happy experience, that ſuffering times have been 
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bleſſed 


» 2 Tim. iii. 4, 5. o Iſai. Iviti. 1. 
e Jer. v. 25+ 4. Iſai. x. 2 
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bleſſed with remarkable i improvement and vigour, 
and more abundant peace and conſolation, in their 
divine life. Undoubtedly our Lord included 
this, as no inconſiderable part of their bleſſed- 
0 neſs, who are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake,” 
I his made it fo proper to obſerve, that the blood 
of the martyrs was the ſeed of the church; and 
that the primitive chriſttans had wooden chalices 
but golden prieſts. We may eftimate our fathers 
advantages 25 diſcerning the juſt extent of chriſ- 
tian liberty, as ſomewhat, inferior to our own; 
but we cannot be more ſolicitous than they were, 


to know and retain © the truth as it is in Jeſus;“ 


and not as it is, or as it may be thought to be, 
in the will,. or laws, or writings of fallible men. 
Happy will it be for us, if we © exercife ourſelves,* 
as they did, © to have always a conſcience void of 
* offence toward Gop, and toward men.“ Hap- 
py, if we © ſubmit ourſelves,” with their chearful 
reſignation, © to every ordinance of man for the 
© Lord's ſake,” and be ſubject for conſcience 
* ſake,” where-ever manifeſt duty to Gop ſhall 
not otherwiſe determine. Unſpeakably happy, if 
* our rcJoicing be this; the teſtimony of our con- 
* ſciences,” as much as it was of theirs, -* that in 
, ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly 
* wiſdom,* nor for carnal motives, or any tempo- 
ral emoluments, but by the grace of Gop, we 
© have had our con verſation in the world,” * and 
in the church. Should we ever be called to 
ſuffer as they did, or even more ſeverely, may we 
be enabled to pray with their faith and fervour, 
tac the Lord will behold the threatenings of 
* perſecutors, and grant unto us*” to © * 
. 
Mat. v. 10. * Eph. iv. 21- © Acts xxiv. 16. "1 Pet. ii. 6 
* Rom. xili. 5. * 2 Cor. i. 12. Y Adds iv. 29. 
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* by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of our teſtimony, and that we may not love our 
lives unto the death.** While with them we 
zealouſly profeſs, * whatfoever we do, to do all 
© to the glory of Gop, and in the name of the 
© Lord Jeſus Chriſt,* * may we be as cautious as 
they were, to © give none offence, neither to the 
Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of 
,* Gop,* but do our utmoſt, ſo far as integrity 
will admit, in all things to pleaſe all men,“ how- 
ever they may be diſtinguiſhed by religious names 
and parties, or modes and forms of worſhip, not. 
* ſeeking our on profit, but the profit of many, 
that they may be ſaved.? * While we pray, as 
they did, that divine providence may proceed in 
its own choſen way and time, more compleatly 
to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the 
heavy burthens, and to let the oppreſſed go 
free, and break every yoke; let us not fail to 
bleſs and praiſe Gop, who in fo great a degree 
* hath delivered, and doth deliver, and in whom 
* we trult that he will yet deliver.* * Eſpecially 
let us call to mind the lovely pattern which they 
fet before us for our imitation, and therefore 
put on, as the elect of Gop, holy and beloved, 
© bowels of. mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of 
mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, forbearing one 
* another, and forgiving one another.“ Like 
them, let it be our earneſt endeavour ſo to © deny 
* ourſelves, take up our croſs, and follow Chriſt,“ 
that it may be natural to us to © forbear one ano- 
ther in love,“? and to edify one another.“ Thus 
may the purity and ſpirituality of our temper and 
converſe 
Z Rev. xii. 11. * Col. iii. 17. Þ 1 Cor. x. 31—33z. 
© Iſai. Iviii. 6. 42 Cor. i. 10, © Col. iii. 12, 13. 
f Mat. xvi. 24. * Epheſ. iv. 2. Þ 1 Theſſ, v. 11. 
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converſe reflect an honour upon our rectified ap- 
prehenſions of religious liberty! And may the 
fpirit of Gop fo * revive his work among us in 
© the midft of the years,” that the beauty of 
the Lord our God: may be upon us, and may 
* eſtabliſh the work of our hands upon us, the 
* work of our hands may he eſtabliſh it !** _ 
On the whole, ſhould we be called away by, 
death, before religious liberty has received its 
deſirable enlargement and deliverance from penal 
and oppreſſive laws, let us, like the patriarch 
Foſeph, die in faith that Gop will vific his ſur- 
viing people, and bring them out of bond- 
* age.” And in every proſpect of death, let 
us delightfully contemplate the wide difference 
between the church on earth and in heaven; for 
vhen that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part fall be done away.“ The church 
triumphant in glory is that only, where there 
* ſhall in no wiſe enter any thing that defileth, 
* neither whatſoever. worketh abomination, or 
© maketh a lie.“ There only, ſhall liberty be 
compleat, where there is perfect light and perfect 


Hab. iii. 2. S pfalm xc. 17. Gen. 1. 24. 
m 1; Cor. Xu. 10. " Rev. xxi. 27. 


THE END 


